Teacher Research:   Case Study Strategy
· Question: When and where does this child exhibit positive, appropriate behavior(s)?

· Sub-questions: What is the child interested in? What engages him/her (materials, activities)? What staff does the child connect with? What children does the child make productive contact with? When is the child relaxed? When is the child smiling? When is the child successfully communicating with others?

· Data Collection: 

a. Classroom Maps: Make a classroom map template and make several copies and attach to a clipboard. Make sure it has a place for the date and time, a place for comments, and includes all major areas of the classroom. Use a green marker or sticky dots to indicate wherein the classroom you observe positive behavior of the child. Jot down the time by each mark. Collect data a day at a time for each map. Collect at least two maps over a three week period, but three or four maps a week will give you more data.

b. Photograph documentation: Take photographs of the child in positive play and engagement whenever you can, but strive to get at least five photographs a week over at least three weeks. Try to jot down notes (anecdotal records) for each photograph as soon as you can after taking the picture. Sticky notes work well for this.
c. Detailed observations: Record as much as you can about any positive engagement of the child whenever you see it, no matter how short the duration. What does he/she say/ do? Who else is involved? What are they doing? What are the positive aspects of the target child’s behaviors?

d. Reflections: Gather, display, and discuss your collected data once a week, with at least one colleague if possible (note: it does not have to be someone who works with the child). What do you notice? What trends do you see? Record your reflections, noting what data supports your findings. 
· Conclusions and Next-Steps: Assemble and organize your data for display in a notebook, folder, poster board, power point, or report. Write at least one paragraph about what you have learned in regard to your question and sub-questions. How will you use this information to strengthen this child’s opportunities for success in your classroom? How could this information be helpful to the child’s family? Create an action plan that involves expanding the aspects of your program that support this child’s development. Involve as many of your colleagues as possible in this process. 
· Share your data and findings with your colleagues. Record feedback and any new ideas generated in your discussion.
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